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How Green Is Your Gift List? We Find Out

A Trio of Bxperts Tests ltems Touted as 'Bco-Friendly’; The 319,700 Copper Bathtub
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By GVWENDOLYN BOUNDS

Are recycled-glass champagne flutes "green” if their carbon
footprint stretches to Spain? What about compostable dishes
you can toss in the backyard after dinner - but then must

replenish?

While the econary struggles, commercialization of the eco-
movernent iz in full farce. There was "Green Tuesday," a
trumped-up shopping day by eco-retailers ta rival Black Friday
and Cyber Monday, Amazon has created an entire "Amazon
Green" department complete with a list of popular green gifts -
- and of course links to buy them. Sears now has an Energy
Star stare on its Web site while Macys.com touts its "New
Leaf" erwironmental initiative complete with "eco-shop." Even
pets are a target market: LL Bean is hawking pet placemats
made from recycled plastic battles, while entirelypets.cam
hosts a new "Green Dog Organics” section {think YWild
Alaskan Salmaon treats).

Sundancecatalog.com

Recyoled-glass champagne flutes
from Spain




Aspen Copper Tub by Native Trails

Price/retailer: $13 700, www nativetrails net
Description: For its hand-crafted tubs, Mative Trails uses
recycled copper fram used electrical wire, pipes and
Macys.com construction copper melted into sheets. Web site says
Calvin Klein organic tovwels capper is health-friendly because it's anti-hacterial.
Comment: Again, our experts diverged: Two approved of
recycled copper and confirmed its anti-bacterial properties, though given the price tag, said to
make sure you really need a copper tub. The third railed against dropping nearly 20 grand when
that could be spent weathetizing a house or buying a fuel-eficient car. For our part, if we could

afford it, we'd consider it because copper heats up fast and solves the problern of using a lot of
hot water to make a cold tub bearable.
Eco-rank: 4

Write to Gwendolyn Bounds at wendy. boundsi@ws). com




